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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)
Read the interview below and then answer questions 1-7.

Lh

10

25

PARIS BECOMES A CITY OF BIKES

One day last summer, Parisians woke up to discover thousands of rental bikes at

Thundreds of sites throughout the city. This was the first step in a project that will

eventually provide residents with 21,000 bikes at 1,400 stations, which means about
one station every 250 meters around the entire city. City officials hope the ambitious

" program wiil help cut traffic, reduce pollution, and ease parking problems. Our reporter

spoke with David Remi from Cyclocity, the company that runs the program.

Why was Cyclocity chosen to ron a city-wide project like this?

Well, we've been operating a similar program in the city of Lyon for three ycars now,
and it has had a real iropact there. Tn fact, vehicle traffic is already down 4%, which
means fewer traffic jams as well as 3,000 fewer tons of pollutants in the air.

Wasn't something fike this tried in the past?

You must mean Amsterdam's famous "White Bicycle" plan in the 1960s. when the
city repaired old bicycles, painted them white, and left them on the streets for anyone
to use. Unfortunately, most of the bikes were stolen or fell apart and couldn't be used.
That got our engineers experimenting and they've developed a much sturdier bike.
And we'te using a sophisticated electronic rental system to discourage theft. The same
system sends data to a central computer that can monitor each bike's condition and
location. That way we're able not only to service them quiclkdy, but also to move them
around so they're avaiiaﬁle where they're most needed at different times of the day.

Do you believe people will really give up their cars?
Well, given the savings, they should. The bikes are free for the first thirty minutes, with
rates rising every half hour. We've seen in Lyon that neariy half of the 20,000 daily

- bike rentals are free of charge. And even if people borrow a bike for, say, two hours,
" they only pay $5.20, which is less than you'd pay just for parking i in town that long.

So how do you see the future of bike rentals"

" 'Well, cur data show that bikes are really the best way to get around a city, so I can see

this kind of business growing fast. In fact, there's a lot of interest from cities all over

- Europe, and even m Asia and Austraha I‘m convinced that within a few years, new

bike rental companies will offer their services in all the major cities of the world.

‘(Adapted from "Paris Embraces Plan 10 Become City of Bikes," Washingron Post Foreign Service,
' March 24, 2007)

73 Tinya Tenn/



N 107 406 015107 'O0 OMOWN P TN -3 -

QUESTIONS {60 points)
Answer questions 1-7 in English, according to the text. In questions 4 and 7,
circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the

instructions.

What inforfnation is given in lines 1-6 regarding the Paris bike rental program?
PUT A + BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.

........ | i) The history of the program.

........ ii.) A description of the pr-ogram.

R iii)  Expectations of the program.

........ iv)  Residents’ concerns about the program.

........ v)  What the writer thinks of it.

e Vi) How long it will last.

' ' (2x7=14 points)
What can we understand from lines i2—19 about Amsterdam’s White Bicycle
program? ' 7

. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

We can understand why the program ........c...... et ............................. .
' " (8 points)

" What is being done diffetentljz in Cyclocity's program in Paris than in the
Amsterdam program? Give ONE answer. (Jines 12-19)

ANSWER: .ovvvvvvvssesseesrescenreneenrenrssesiossses e e S
' (7 points)

Mr. Remd mentions the Lyon bike rental program in two of his aﬁswers. Iﬁm _
cases, he (). ‘ - ' ) ' |

(iy - presents the history of bike rentals

(i) explains Why Cyclocity started in Lyon

(iii) shows that Cyclocity learns from its mistakes.

(iv) -demonstrates the benefits of bike rentals
. ' (8 points)

/4 TV YR/
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5. What point does Mr. Remi make in his third answer? (lines 21-24) -
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. .

Using rental bikes ............ USROS e ettt ne s aneass e

6. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

In lines 26-29, Mr. Remi €Xplaing WhY ..........o..ooroeeorreeerseeeeeseerreeeeeroes e eeses e

(7 points)
7. What information is provided about Cyclocity in the interview?
(i)  Why its projects have changed. |
(i) Where its future project will be.
(iii) ~“What problems it is facing.

(iv)  What experience it has.
' : {8 points) .
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION {40 pomts)

Write 120- 140 words in Enghsh on the following topzc

8. - The student council at your school would like to invite someone (a scientist,

" author, songwriter, actor, etc.) to give a lecture at the school.

You are a member of the student council. Write a formal letter inviting the person to
come. Explain why you chose to invite him or her, what you would like the lecture

“to be about, and / or why you think the students will enjoy the lecture. -

! Ahbyna

Use this page and the next (nos. 5-6) for writing a rough draft.



