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' PART I: ACCESS TO INT'ORMA'IION FROM IYR{TTEN TEXTS (70 points}

Read ihe article beJor,v and then afls\,vei questions l-7.
.THRILLS ON WHEEL.S

AskArnerican kids to name their favorite sporls. and vou're likely to find slcateboarding

somewbere near the top of tire iist. Ivlany of them are even experts on the subject, eager

to discLtss differe nt techniques and the physicai challences of viricrrs sfirnts. But.there

is something thai even they would be surprised to lea-rn: the sport is not us new as most

s kids believe.

The fact is that skateboarding goes back as far as the 1950s, when surfing the waves

"r,as 
a fa-.'clrite pastime ol Cab{omia youngsters, One da--"--, rvhen lhe vreaiher didu't al-low

surfboarders to hit the waves, someclne carne up with the brilliant idea of "surfing the

streets" instead. Suddenly, skateboarding was born. The first skateboards, as they were

il iinrnediat"cly dubbed, were no more tiran wooden boards ivith roiler skates strapped

underneath- Nevertheless, California neighborhoods were soon filled with kids rattling

dorvn the stre€ts, and by 1975 skateinarding had spread nationwide and developed

enough for the first competitioa to be held.

Sirce tiren the sport has deveioped rapidly, Neu' technologi.' has produced boards that

15 are lighter and more flexib1e, along with effective safew equipment, such as helmets and

knee-pads. These advances have enabled skateboarders to invent ever more impressive

acrobatic moves. Their astonishing jumps and somersaults have made skateboarding

competitions ircreasinglv popular and exciting events.

Most people think that skateboarding is a sport for boys only. hut a quick Intemet

20 search wiil bring up icts of information aimed specifically at girls. "Girls can haye as

much fun on a i:oard as guys," says Elissa Steamer, a skateboarding charripion, "and

they can be just as technically skilled-'r Today there are special all-girl competitions, a.s

well as professional organizaticns for both men and women.

trVhat started as a mere pastime for young people is now a recognized sport, with athletes

25 earnirrg tens of thousands of dolie.rs rn pri.ze monev at international rampetit'ons.

Skateboarders love the tirrill of performing ddring stunts. As for eyeryone else, just

wxlshing the experts is thrilling enough.

, (Adapted frcm http:r'lwww. L0000articles,com/goienu/anic.le-title-Re.sourcetD-36?4-category-kids-and{eens-
page-hrmi)
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OLIESI]ONS (?0 poiuts)

Answer questions 1-7 iE Ertglish according to the article. in questions 1, 3 and ?,

circle the nunber of the correct answer. Irr the other questions, follo$,' the

instructions.

1. What do we leam from lines 1-5?

(il Wby skatebcarding becarne popuiar in the USA.

/ffi) fi''.t skatebcarding is very popular in the USA.
\-/
(iiii Wricb types of sports Americau kicls prefer.

(iv) ThatAmericaa hids knol very litrie about sports.

. t? points)

2. \ltrat ii the main subject of iines 6-13?

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

rhe ................hS..-t".3 of skateboarding.

{B points)

3. From the description of the first skateboards, we can understand (-). (lines 6-13)

(il that they were made frorn oid surfboards

iiii why kids couldn't male a skatebcard thecrsel..,es

(iiji why kids are airaid to use skateboards

li") ) horv skateboards got their narne
t/ (? points)

4- Give TWO ways in which skateboarding competitions hal'e changed since 1975. ;

Talie your answem from trvo different paragraphs. ,

(2x8=16 points)

/4 11t4)rf "Tgrnn/

il) ...AC.,.)eaLC.......S1.*.q..(e!x*.(s.....h.Ev.e,. sas'Ije*{....f4" g1,G'^o-,cqj
CJ+ "nore' t6?(e-SSrvQ Str.-(C t a^o\ Ve, Coat<,tt itors b<Cq,^q Vogular. , i

(z)-.ifo,Jog, .ee*'e....ea.r.€,..."sge.cis-r{.....co*l69f:"rr€". g,7{i i i
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5. TWO nrstukcq boliefs about siiateboa;di'ng are n're;rtiofieci in drc ariicie. What are

they?

Take voirr ansr,A/cr-s trom trvo din erent ualasranils.

CCiviFLE ril'iiiE AiiS-ft'EF-S.

il) The beiief rhat sl:a'rebcarc:"g..r:.... 3 n9'VS -V,.9.i.i.:

\N^^

i . i j  ' lbe beiiei i irai skaieboercrng.....r5...-f l. .SAA.t..f ...;s)., ' . ... i :.o-ln-!. .....
UJ

o"15
(2x9=18 points)

6. Line26 mentions skateboarders' "daring stunts." Give ONE example of such a

stunt mentioned in another paragraph.
_ L_ ,_,  ,

,,1N s wER : ..*f ..)Pf .r. S.lt r'.aa.... .....r V.=aS
I - " I

(6 poinrs)

7. Another suitabie title for the ilrticle wo';id be. (- -).

ii) Skaieboarding and Tecirnology

(ii) Skateboarding; Fc; and Against

(iii) Skateboarding: Present and Fl]ture

. i * , r ' f  Cu-r-r"  
^-- ; ;6,  

. f l r -^rr  

-?.  
rLa lyaa-a

n\rr . , t  I  us4luuv@ui l t6 I  r ! tJuEJr uMltun

Lt' ,  /  (8points)

..'5 'T'rnlf 1vJnn,


