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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)

Read the newsletter below and then answer guestions 1-7.

15

20

© NATIONAL INVENTORS HALL OF FAME
' WINTER 2009 NEWSLETTER

Dear Friends, ,
As you know, every year the National Inventors Hall of Fame (NIHF) adds a new name

- toits list of people whose ingenuity has changed our lives. And once again, the public is

being asked to choose the most deserving candidate. Here are this year's candidates.

Clarence Birdseye: Frozen foods

Tn 1912, on a trip to northern Canada, Birdseye noticed that local fishermen threw
their catch straight onto the ice. This, the fishermen explained, helped preserve the
fish for long periods while keeping much of the flavor. He quickly realized that a
similar process could be applied to foods before marketing them to stores, with similar
results. On his return, Birdseye founded a company to produce machinery for fast
freezing, and eventually expanded into the production of frozen foods. He began with
fish "fingers" because food froze more quickly in those early machines when cut mto
thin slices. They were an instant hit, and the first in a long line of products that soon
made Birdseye Frozen Foods a familiar name-all over the world.

Garrett Morgan: Traffic lights :

Manual traffic signals, indicating "stop" or "go," have been around since 1868. These
two-step devices worked fine as long as most of the traffic consisted of horse-drawn

) carriages, but when cars began clogging city streets, they became inadequate. Taking
the idea from railroad signals, Morgan designed an-automatic three- step- traffic light,

with a yellow stage to indicate "caution." In 1923 he sold his invention to General
Electric for $40,000. Eighty-five years later, it is siill making life easwr for drivers.

Dougias Engelbart: The computer mouse-

When Engelbart presented his invention to the public in 1970 he deserlbed it as a
"position indicator for a display system.” Now, nearly 40 years later, it is universally

known as thé "mouse."” From the moment it appeared on the market as a plain wooden

. box on metal wheels, the mouse transformed computers from machines operated orily -

by experts into tools that anyone could use. Whereas Engelbart himself was modest
about his invention, others recognized its trernendous-beneﬁt. In 1_997 he'was awarded
the Lemelson-MIT Prize of $500,000, the world's laréeSt cash prize for invention and
innovation. | |
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Other inventors who nearly made it onto this list include: Margaret Knight, who gave
us flat-bottomed paper bags; Robert Adler, inventor of the TV remote control; and

Milton Bradley, who started the board game industry in America.

To help you decide whom to vote for, go to our website at www.invent.org and find
out more about the candidates. While you're there, you may also submit the names of
other inventors you think should be considered for the honor of entry into the Hall of

Fame.

(Adapted from http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/
pure-genius-the-inventors-hall-of-fame-785519.html 22 February 2008)

QUESTIONS (60 points)

Answer questions 1-7 in English according to the newsletter. In questions 1, 5

and 6, circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the
instructions. : B

1.

{iv)" To ask for the public's participation.

. What are the "results" referred to in line 107

What 1s the main purpose of the newsletter? .
(i) To mtroduce the NIHF to the public.
(if) - To present the most famous inventors.

(iil) - To describé some recent inventions.
(8 points)

What do the writers of the newsletter explain in 1ines 6-147 Give TWO -answers.

COMPLETE THE SENTENCES.

| (1)  They explain how Birdseye ............. o ..................... e et B

(2)  They explain how BifdSeye ... oveeeororereeerereereieon e

............................................................... (zxgzl 6 pOintS)

ANSWER: ..iooororeens et L ST, SR e =
' (7 points)
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4, COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
The information in lines 16-18 is given in order to explain Why ...,

(8 points)
5. What information is given a‘bout both Morgan and Engelbart?
(i) How they felt about their inventions.
(i)  What changes th_eir inventions brought abouf.
(iii) In what ways their inventions have changed.
(ivy How long they worked on their inventions. o
' (7 points)

0. What is emphééized in the newsletter regarding Engelbart's invention?
(i)  How it works.
(i)  How it got its name.
(iii) - How important it is.
(iv) ‘Why experts welcomed it.
(7'points)

7. . How are the 1r1vent0rs mentloned in hnes 31- 33 dlfferent from the other mventors

mentioned in the newsletter'?

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

People cannot ....... ....................
(7 pomts)

/5 Tyd Tenn/
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (40 points).

Write-120-140 words in English on the following topic.

8. Aninternational teen magazine is holding a writing competition for high-school

students. It has asked them to write on the following topic:
How have inventions influenced our lives?

 Write a passage for the magazine. Choose one or two inventions and describe their

mfluence on your life and / or the lives of others.

NOTE: Do not write.abouf inventions described in the text.

Inn5xna

Use this page and the nex{ (nos. 5-6) for Writillg arough draft.



