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PART I: ACCESS TC INFORMATION' FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (60 points)
Rea_d the article below and then answer questlons 1-7.

AND THE WINNER. IS...

An extraordmary group of people g ffathered recently in San Franc1sc0 Cahforma
Among them were some of the Wodd' leadmc experts n ﬁelds such as astrophysms -
health, and energy, as well as successful entrepreneurs and 1ndustr1ahsts Brought -
‘together by the X Prize Foundation, an owamzanon which rewards innovation with
"5+ cash, they were given the task of thinking up new challenges worthy of the Foundation's
awards. Following the group's recormn@ndation; a $1.4 million pri_ze now awaits

anyone who comes up with a faster way to clean up oil spills from the ocean.

Througho.ut history, incentive prizes have been used to tackle a variety of problems. In
1795, for instance, Empéror ™ s:poiéon of France announced he would generously reward
10. .the persdn who could find a way to preserve food for the army, an offer that led to the
iﬁvention of a canning process similar to the one used todéy. And in 1853,‘.the awards
given by the Ray Corpération for improveménts to _Ameriban'tra.ins included $400 for
more c_omfbrta’ole seats and $600 for better brakes. But the impact of incentive prizés
has often gone-bey'ond their oﬂginal purpose. A recent study of the Royal Agricultufal
15 Sdcie;y of England (RASE) found that the awards it offered between 1839 and 1939
for the invention of specific types of farm machinery gave tise to an impressive variety

—and a huge number — of additional agricultural inventions as well.

Incentive prizés continue o generate .a wealth of creative ideas. One reason may

be that anyone can compete for a prizé,_ and a great many people do. Last year, for__‘

20" example, when the American company Sallotech offered $1 million for the solution
* to a problem that had stumped its own computer scientists, it received nearly 12,000
entries proposmﬁ a wide range of innovative solutions. The award ultimately went

to ateam of nine, none of whom were professzonals in the field of computers. This

is less surprising than it might seem. In fact, a_Harvard University analysis of the

12
LA

results of dozens of competitions showed that participants from outside' a specific -
‘field were much more likely to take the prize than people working in that field.

/3 Toya Tvnn/



'm NPy 407 -.016108 TOR NIV P TN -3-

-

Governments around the world have recently begun turmng to mcentlve prizes,

sometimes joining in with private foundations. The pnzes are matrny employed to

1n1t1a_te large projects on both. the -natlonal and the international levels. Concern has - -

3 been voiced that this trend rmght cause the__topics selected for prizes — and even the
choice_of-the vl/inne_rs — to be affected by political considerations. On the whole,

R 'howev.er,' reactions have been favourable. Thomas Kalil, a science adviser to the
American president, acknowledges the pitfalle of government involvement but argues
that the process of choosing topics for prizes forces officials to focus on the most

35 irnportant problems And people in the fields of science, technology and industry
are delighted, of course, to see more money being channeled towards cultivating

innovative thinking.

(Adapted from "And the winner is...," Economist, August 5, 2010}

QUESTION (60 points)
Answer questions 1-7 in English, accordtng to the amcle In questions 1 and 7, circle
the number Of the corTect answer. In the other quesuons, follow the instructions.

) 1 ‘ What was the cyoal of the croup that met in San Francisco? (lmes 1 ~7)
H To suggest subjects. for the Foundation's awards . - -
(i) - To solve a challenge presented by the Foundation. « o
(i) To name the winper of the Foundatlon s award. -
(iv). To raise mouey for the Foundation's research. o
o . . : - (7 points)
2. - What d.o we ledrn about incentive prizes froin lines $-177
PU'l' A v BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS.
e ) They were first introduced in France. -
. 11) - They proved to be u.seful.

e ili) ~ Each prine was meant to solve several problems. -
........ iv)  Notall of them were cash prizes. _. |
........ 'vj © Some of them had unexpected effects.

e 1) They have not been widely used.

(2x7=14 points)
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What did the incentive i)r'izés offered by RASE and Sallotech have in common?

~ Base your answer on lines 14-22.

ANSWER: ... S T ST e

(8 pomts)
Tn what way is the Sallotech competition similar to most competitioné' analyzed in
the Harvard study? (lines 18-26) ' |
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

TES WIIDETS ..o lereererasesesseeeeresecssinnsinsnniasanens e e et ..

(8 pomts)

What is the "trend" referred to line 307 .

 ANSWER: oo e e e s e e
' o - (8 pomts)

' COMPLETE THE SENTENCE
Thomas Kahl explams WHY cirrercerenne. — ................
{8 points)

Which of the following pointé does the writer make_in lines 27-377
i Incentlve prizes are used today mainly by govemments

(iiy . The potential of incentive pnzes has not been fully understood o
i1y~ Govemmen_t mvolvement in mcentlve prizes might be problematic. ’-
(iv) -Gove_fnment involvement in incentive priz,eé'is notnew. '

(7 points)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (md-f.Olppints)
Wnte 120-1490 Words in English on the following toplc
. WRITE IN INK (NOT IN PENCIL). PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION TO HANDWRITING.'
MAKE SURE YOU WRITE LEGIBLY AND, TO THE POINT.
-8 Your school newspaper has asked students to erte on the following topic:

It has been suggested that pubhc transportatmn should be free of charge*. Do you
agiee or disagree with this suggesnon'?

- Wnte a passage for the newspaper, expressing vour op1n1on and explaining the

advantaoes and/ or dlsadvantacres of the 1dea

! ‘:nnbsn:.

Use'this page and the next (nos. 5-6) for writing a rough draft. .

* free of charge - DPN/ e
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Write your final version here:
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